May 31, 2011

“Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. Yet when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two more days.” – John 11:5-6

Because God exists outside our understanding of time, and because we cannot escape the forward movement of time, it is often difficult to understand God’s timing in certain matters. Sometimes He remains silent for long periods and sometimes He is still when we think He should act. Not only is God not bound by our schedule, but He is not bound by time at all. So we will never understand God’s timing as long as we are bound by time and He is not. However, we can always rest assured “that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose” (Romans 8:28). This is true even when we don’t understand how He does it! Lord, give us peace in the midst of your silence and stillness, being confident in Your love for us.

May 24, 2011

“Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him.” – John 14:21

Obedience is the key that unlocks further revelations from God. If you think about it, why would God reveal more to you if you are doing nothing with what He has already shown you? This is why certain things are hidden from the learned and yet revealed to the simple (Matthew 11:25). Study and knowledge are beneficial, but certain things can only be revealed through a life of obedience. Obedience does not simply give us a better understanding about God, but it brings us closer to the very person of God. Lord, give us hearts that draw close to You through the way we live our daily lives.

May 17, 2011

“God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.” – 2 Corinthians 5:21

The idea that Jesus Christ carried the Sin of the world on his shoulders to the cross is a hard concept to grasp. He did not simply go to the cross for individual sins, though they also were conquered there. He went to the cross to destroy the legacy of Sin: all that Sin was, and is, and ever will be in this world. This is hard to comprehend, but important to see because Christ not only forgave us for our sins, but released us from the grasp of Sin. He died so that we might live in Him instead of in bondage to Sin. It is not only my sin or your sin that is forgiven by the cross, but Sin and all its power has been conquered for all eternity. Now, that is truly Good News! Lord, we can never thank You enough for Jesus, His death on the cross, and His resurrection.

May 10, 2011

“I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” – Galatians 2:20

Many “admirers” of Jesus say that he was simply a great moral teacher. The problem with this is that no one has ever lived up to the moral teaching of Jesus. Jesus claimed he brought the Gospel, which means “good news.” However, a moral standard of perfection that no one can live up to is not good news at all, but would only bring failure and despair to those who hope to accomplish it. No, Jesus Christ’s message is one of new birth; a message of supernatural cleansing of sin offered freely to all mankind. This is truly “good news!” Lord, thank you for giving Jesus’ life in order to rescue ours.

May 3, 2011

“Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned.” – Romans 5:12

Sin is really the act of making ourselves into our own god. Everything we recognize as sin actually springs from this core problem. So a man who lives a very moral life in order to show everyone how wonderful he is really comes out no better than a common criminal, because both men have made themselves a god and refused to acknowledge the True God. This is the sin we all carry with us through Adam’s original rebellion. He thought he knew better than God, making himself out to be his own god. We all struggle with this today and it is exactly what leads us to commit the individual sins that we struggle with. Sound horrible? Well, then you can join with Paul in saying “What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God-- through Jesus Christ our Lord!” (Romans 7:24-25). Lord, through our new life in Jesus Christ, gently teach us to turn away from the idol of self and worship You as the only True God.

April 26, 2011

“Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.” – Ephesians 5:21

In Ephesians Chapter 5, Paul discusses the duties of both husbands and wives. However, very few people realize this section of Scripture begins with the phrase “submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.” Paul knew that the foundation of the marriage relationship must be a desire within both partners to serve one another out of their respect for Christ and His teaching. Jesus taught that, to truly be great, we must learn to become a servant (Matthew 23:11-12). He also taught that if He, as God in the flesh, washed his disciples feet, we should never refuse to serve one another (John 13:14-15). The reason marriages fail is that people go into them looking to be served, and not to be a servant. The same can be said with our everyday relationships. We often gravitate towards those we get the most from. We very seldom look to see how we can serve those around us. But you may ask, “Why do I need to submit to and serve others.” Well, Paul would say that we should do it out of reverence for Christ. Because Jesus Christ, “who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient to death-- even death on a cross!” (Philippians 2:6-8). If that was what Christ did for the dirtiest sinners, who are we to think we are better than Him by refusing to serve our brothers and sisters? Lord, fill us with the attitude of Your Son Jesus Christ, so that we would be humble and attentive to serve the needs of those around us.

April 19, 2011

“Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.’” – Matthew 28:18-20

The mistake we have often made in modern American Christianity is to believe people need to come to church to hear the Good News of Jesus Christ. Unfortunately, the truth is very few people will simply stroll through the doors of our church looking for Jesus. Most people who hear and respond to the Gospel do so through friends and family members living out their daily lives outside the walls of the church. This makes sense, because Jesus commanded us to go and make disciples, not sit around and wait for them to come to us. This misunderstanding can often lead us to miss the true beauty of Easter Sunday. We often look forward to Easter because we know there will be many visitors coming into our church that day. But the real beauty of Easter is the Resurrection. You see, because we serve a risen Savior, we have the power to share the Gospel everywhere we go, not just at church. When Jesus commanded us to go and make disciples, He also promised He would always be with us. This is the beauty of Easter; not that many people will come to our church, but that Christ has risen to walk along side us as we go out and meet those people where they are the other 364 days of the year. Lord, let us lovingly welcome all those who join us this Easter, but more importantly, empower us to take You to all those who will never darken the doors of a church.

April 12, 2011

“The spirit shrieked, convulsed him violently and came out. The boy looked so much like a corpse that many said, ‘He's dead.’ But Jesus took him by the hand and lifted him to his feet, and he stood up. After Jesus had gone indoors, his disciples asked him privately, ‘Why couldn't we drive it out?’ He replied, ‘This kind can come out only by prayer.’” – Mark 9:26-29

We get in trouble when we go out and try to do God’s work armed with the “idea” of God instead of the power of God. We often carry out our lives based on what we know of God…and what we know of God is definitely important for our faith. However, if we are daily striving to accomplish the impossible that God calls us to, we must have more than knowledge about God; we must have the Spirit of God living in us and working through us. And this kind of power only comes from close communion with Him. Lord, let our fellowship with You be intimate so that our work for You is powerful.

April 5, 2011

“(Jesus) replied, ‘Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it.’” – Luke 11:28

I love anytime I get to buy a new tool. My favorite kind of tools are specialty tools, which are specifically designed to fulfill a unique purpose. These are interesting to me because the real value in a tool is the job it performs. If it is not used for its intended purpose, it is simply a worthless piece of metal. In a similar way, the commands of the Lord have their true beauty when they are put into practice. In the Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20), Jesus does not tell us to teach others His commands, but to teach others to obey His commands. Abundant life is not found in simply knowing what God teaches us, but putting it into practice. Only then will we truly experience all the peace and joy that our Heavenly Father has in store for us. Lord, help us to not only learn Your commands, but to obey them so that we may be put to great use for Your Kingdom.

March 29, 2011

“Woe to him who quarrels with his Maker, to him who is but a potsherd among the potsherds on the ground. Does the clay say to the potter, 'What are you making?' Does your work say, 'He has no hands'?” – Isaiah 45:9

Almost all Christians want to serve God, but many of us want to serve on our own terms. We want to work for Him, but only in the positions we choose. This is really not serving God at all. Instead, it is using the idea of God to serve ourselves. To truly be God’s we must submit completely, even to the personal and sometimes painful shaping of our own lives. Lord, mold us into useful vessels for You.

March 22, 2011

“Jesus looked at him and loved him. ‘One thing you lack,’ he said. ‘Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come follow me.’” – Mark 10:21

There is a difference between believing Christ and following Christ. You can believe Christ for your salvation and yet never abandon everything to follow Him. The tragedy of this is a wasted life, a wasted salvation, a talent that was taken and buried in the ground. Believing in Christ for salvation is easy, because it is a free gift. It really costs us nothing because Christ paid the price in full. However, taking up your cross daily and following Him requires sacrifice and hard work. But you have not even begun to live the Christian life and you will never experience abundant life until you leave all behind to truly follow Christ. Lord, give us the strength and passion to deny ourselves, take up our cross, and follow You.

March 15, 2011

“Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your gift.” – Matthew 5:23-24

The Christian life is constant preparation for the next adventure with God. We never reach the end of our growing in Him. We may enter His presence one day with a pure heart, but that does not mean our heart will remain pure until our next meeting. We must let God continually search our hearts and teach us to reconcile lives and relationships in order to heal our souls. Search us, O God, and know our hearts; test us and know our anxious thoughts. See if there is any offensive way in us, and lead us in the way everlasting. (Psalm 138:23-24)

March 8, 2011

“As he was going into a village, ten men who had leprosy met him. They stood at a distance and called out in a loud voice, ‘Jesus, Master, have pity on us!’”

– Luke 17:12-13

People who receive the greatest blessing from Christ are people who understand Him as “Master.” In a country where we pride ourselves on freedom, individualism, and independence, we do not like the idea of a “Master.” But this is unfortunate, because we miss the blessings Jesus the Master has to offer. I like to think of Jesus as the master craftsman. Sure, he does want complete control over his creation, but not for the purpose of beating us into a mold or stamping us out in cookie-cutter fashion. He wants complete control so that He can masterfully form us into the beautiful, incredible work of art that He longs for us to be. In this way, Jesus as Master is a beautiful thing. He wants to accomplish in our lives the things we have no power to accomplish on our own…beautiful, wonderful things! Lord, let us submit to You and be pliable in Your hands so that You can make us into the wonderful work of art that You planned us to be from the beginning.

March 1, 2011

“Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” – Matthew 5:48

As Christians, we are not called to simply live good lives, but Godly lives. Good is not enough. Many people are able to live good lives without ever knowing Christ or being reconciled to God. If good lives were all God wanted for us, He didn’t need to send His son. A Godly life is different. A Godly life is supernatural. Godly living accomplishes things that we could never accomplish on our own. I cannot accomplish Godly living; Christ must accomplish it through me. And this leads me to the second thing that is important about Godly living: it points others to Christ. If I can live a good life, people will look to me and admire me. If I live a Godly life, it requires Christ and, therefore, He must get the glory instead of me. Lord, live through us so that all will see You.

February 22, 2011

“You are those who have stood by me in my trials.” – Luke 22:28

I believe the common view of Christ is somewhat backwards. We view Christ as one who walks with us wherever we go. The problem with this view is that it leads to the idea that we can just stumble around through life and Christ is simply there to clean up the messes we make. Instead, we should view life as us following Christ. Figure out what He is doing and get on board. This makes for a much more productive Christian life. Lord, show us what You are doing, and then give us the strength, wisdom, and courage to go with You.

February 15, 2011

“But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.” – Matthew 6:6

When we pray, I think God is much more concerned with our spiritual posture than He is our physical posture. Some people pray on their knees, some pray with their hands lifted to heaven. Some people pray with a hidden inner voice, others pray out loud. What is important is the heart that is behind that prayer. This is the main theme of what Jesus teaches in Matthew 6. He is concerned with the motive that drives our prayer much more than the way we pray. At the heart of every prayer should be a longing to fellowship with God. God’s concern with the heart behind the prayer is so intense that He will even fill in the blanks and correct the mistakes in our words when we come with the proper motive (Romans 8:26). In all things, not just prayer, God can see past our mistakes and overcome our weaknesses if we simply come with a heart sold out for His purposes. This, then, is the heart that receives answers to every prayer, because this heart is in tune with the will of God. Lord, let us enter every prayer with a pure heart that longs each day for Your fellowship and Your will.

February 8, 2011

“Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold, but he who stands firm to the end will be saved.” – Matthew 24:12-13

Love is the spiritual sun that heats our world. Where love is prevalent, people grow and flourish to their fullest potential. Where love is absent, a stark winter landscape is created in which there is no warmth for even the strongest soul to thrive. According to Matthew chapter 24, the wickedness of many is the storm that tries so hard to blot out that wonderful sun of love. However, we as believers are the ones who endure to the end. Even in the darkest of storms, we refuse to let our light be snuffed out, because it is that warmth of love that will guide others to know our Savior. Jesus said, “By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another” (John 13:35). So do not let the wicked storms of this life force your love to grow cold. Instead, stand firm until the end so that those lost in the blizzard of evil can find their way home to Christ. Lord, fill us with Your love so that we may bring warmth to a cold and dying world.

February 1, 2011

“There is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.” – Galatians 3:28-29

February is “Black History” month. We have deemed it necessary in America to revisit and celebrate the contributions of black Americans, because there was a time in our country when a black person was considered less than human. This would have been a shameful practice for any country, but especially one that had its foundations in Christian principles. From the very beginning of the Bible, God teaches us that all men are one race, descended from Adam. The Bible also teaches that God is the God of every nation. God makes it very clear in His Word that His desire is for unity among all men. Because of this, the enemy has worked from the very beginning to plant seeds of fear and hatred among mankind. This irrational fear is often based solely on the color of another person’s skin. Bigotry does not come from God, but is the product of sin. It is always sinful for one man to consider another “less than human,” or even less than himself. Therefore, when Christ comes into someone’s life and re-creates them in his own likeness, there is no longer any place for prejudice. In Christ, all men of all different classes, races, and backgrounds can come together in complete unity. When someone is a Christian, they are a child of God. Therefore, because of creation we are all the same race, but because of Christ we are family. Lord, let your love shine to the world through the unity of your Church.

January 25, 2011

“Rather, we have renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use deception, nor do we distort the word of God. On the contrary, by setting forth the truth plainly we commend ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God.” – 2 Corinthians 4:2

Today I would like to present you with a simple yet vital truth: There is no room for dishonesty, underhandedness, trickery, or ill-gotten gain in the man or woman of God. The end does not justify the means. No matter what you are trying to accomplish, if people find out you have been dishonest along the way, you will have lost their trust. When trust is lost, so is integrity. Without integrity, you will be ineffective in their lives. No amount of craftiness will ever be as effective for the Kingdom as a life lived in integrity. As Saint Francis of Assisi once said “Preach the Gospel at all time and if necessary use word.” Lord, help us to be honest and trustworthy in all our dealings, so that we might be an effective witness for you.

January 18, 2011

“Do not deceive yourselves. If any one of you thinks he is wise by the standards of this age, he should become a ‘fool’ so that he may become wise. For the wisdom of this world is foolishness in God's sight…” – 1 Corinthians 3:18-19

Following Christ often means we are called to do things exactly opposite of what our worldly wisdom would tell us to do. The wisdom of this world tells us to proceed only when we have thought everything through to the very end and have considered all possibilities. If you are relying completely on your own power and wisdom, this is good advice. However, as Christians, we have made a decision to operate in God’s realm, not our own. In spiritual matters, the end is not always clear and our best intellect may not give us the answers we search for. The answers come through obedience. Oswald Chambers once said “You cannot think a spiritual muddle clear, you must obey it clear.” When we walk in Christ, situations are often unclear and the only thing we can discern is the very next step. But that is okay, because the very next step is all we really need to know. This stepping out in faith, one foot at a time, slowly clarifies the situation. Often times, we do not understand before we proceed, but we understand as we proceed. This is obedience…this is faith. Lord, give us the faith to take each step.

January 11, 2011

“‘You don't know what you are asking,’ Jesus said to them…” – Matthew 20:22

Part of growing in our Christian experience is enduring times of darkness and confusion. We cannot always see what God is doing. Our finite minds will not always be able to reconcile God’s promises with His providence. The test is one of faith. Do you stick with God even when you don’t understand what He is doing? On the other side of the darkness and confusion there is a greater relationship with Christ just waiting to be discovered. Lord, let our faith be grounded always in You and never in our own understanding.

January 4, 2011

“Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another's feet.” – John 13:14

It should be the goal of every Christian to grow to the point where ministering to others naturally flows from within us. So often we think we need just the right place and just the right circumstances in order to be a minister for Christ. Or sometimes we think we cannot do anything for God unless we have all the right tools to accomplish the task. However, some of the most powerful ministry and teaching Christ ever did, he did with a towel and some water. We can be prepared to minister to anyone at any time by staying closely connected with God. If we are walking close to Him every moment of the day, the passion and the provision will always be present to show the love of Christ to those around us. Lord let our walk with You be so intimate that Your ministry flows from us as naturally as our own breath.

December 28, 2010

“…put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been created in righteousness and holiness of the truth.” – Ephesians 4:24

There is a very important truth that we Christians often miss. The Bible tells us that “if any man is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come” (2 Corinthians 5:17). This is not only important for our eternity, but for our daily living. Many of us view ourselves as horrible, evil people who are trying to live the right way, but instead we always revert back to our “true self” when we sin. However, this is the opposite of the truth. When we come to Christ for the forgiveness of our sins, we are a new creation. We are made perfect in Christ. All of us do continue to sin from time to time, but this sin is now defying our true self, not giving in to it! As we close one year and begin another, let us be mindful of this truth each day. We need to wake up every morning and “put on” the new self, which is created in righteousness and holiness. If we can do this every day, we will find that, by this time next year, we will look a lot more like who we truly are: a new creation in Christ! Lord, every day let the new man live and the old man die so that we can walk, talk, and act like the person you have re-created us to be.

December 21, 2010

“While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.’ Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.’ When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let's go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.’ So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger.” – Luke 2:6-16

This story has been told so many times in our lives, I fear it has lost its incredible joy, wonder, and amazement. Who can comprehend the God of all creation, the Alpha and Omega, stepping down from His glory to take on the form of a man?! And not just any man, but a little baby, laid to sleep in a feed bunk for animals. This was not simply a special child, or even an important king. This was God Himself, come down to save His dearly beloved people from their sins. Spend some time this Christmas meditating on the magnitude of that amazing night. The night that Jesus Christ, “Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness” (Philippians 2:6-7). Lord, fill our hearts with unspeakable joy as we celebrate the night You took on our likeness in order to save us from our sin.

December 14, 2010

“But whoever drinks of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall give him shall become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life.”

– John 4:14

I love the image of Christ’s followers being wells. Wells are a wonderful thing. They bring water to thirsty people. However, just like we spoke about last week, the well is not the source. The well brings water to light that is often hidden deep within the earth. Likewise, the Christian is called to bring to light the love of God through Christ that is often unseen by the world. Christ has chosen us as His instruments (1 Corinthians 12:27). I am often amazed at this fact. We are so weak and inefficient when it comes to sharing God with the people around us. God could get a lot more done if He would simply bypass us. The source of the water could burst through the ground and flood the land…but it doesn’t. It gently rises to the surface through a well. And people come to the well to get nourishment. Don’t cap off your well! God has chosen you to share His living water with a thirsty world. What an honor! Let’s not forsake it. Lord, let us each be a well filled with Your living water so that all those around could look to us and discover eternal life in You.

December 7, 2010

“Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, streams of living water will flow from within him.” – John 7:38

Rivers and streams have incredible power. They can carve out the toughest rock or they can gently water the most beautiful valley. Wherever there are rivers on our planet, life springs up around them. A river, however, is not a force in itself. Any river is only as strong as the source that is supplying it. Likewise, we, as followers of Jesus Christ, have incredible power to change the landscape around us and bring life wherever we go. But this is never done under our own power. We are only as strong as our source. The living water that flows from us must come from Christ. Because of this, we must be constantly tapped into Him if we are going to have eternal purpose for our daily lives. Lord, fill us with torrents of living water so that we may change the world around us and bring life to a parched land.

November 30, 2010 

“Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. ‘Could you men not keep watch with me for one hour?’ he asked Peter. ‘Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the body is weak.’” – Matthew 26:40-41 

This scene in the garden of Gethsemane shows us the importance of Christ’s words to his followers. If the disciples had known what intense trials were waiting just around the corner, they never would have fallen asleep but instead would have prayed earnestly with Christ. I am sure they had prayed with Christ many times and probably thought tonight was no different than those other occasions. However, they had begun to take the words of their master for granted and they became somewhat numb to His commands. This small lapse in diligence cost them dearly when the troubles began. You see, only Christ knows what waits for us in the future and, therefore, only Christ has the infinite wisdom to know what we should do in the present to be prepared. So when Christ teaches us to pray, or encourages us to care for the down-trodden, or calls us to keep watch with Him, by all means, do it! Because we never know how He is working in the present to prepare us for the future. 

Lord, help us to hear Your words, recognize their importance, and respond in faith. 

November 23, 2010

“Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.” – 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

Entitlement has become a huge dilemma in our culture. Americans seem to believe they deserve many things simply because they live in America. Now I believe every human has certain rights because we are made in the image of God. However, a new car, a huge house, a cell phone, and a flat screen TV are not included in those basic human rights. The biggest problem with the entitlement mentality, however, is that we begin to apply it to God. We begin to believe we deserve something from God. Well, the truth is we do deserve something from God: Romans 3:23 says that every one of us has sinned and Romans 6:23 says that the wages of sin is death. You see, we don’t really want what we deserve from God or we would be in serious trouble. God does not owe us anything, and He has already given us abundantly more than we could ever ask for or even imagine. Therefore, I believe thankfulness is a choice. Thankfulness does depend on our circumstances, because even the most wealthy and powerful people in the world can find reasons to complain. Thankfulness means that we look at life with the proper perspective, realizing how much grace, mercy, and love God has already poured out on us and how much He plans to pour out on us in the future. With that in mind, each one of us should be joyful always, pray continually, and give thanks in all circumstances. After all, this joyful, thankful life of close relationship to God has been His will for us all along! Lord, give us the clarity of vision to see life in the proper perspective in order that we would live a life of thanksgiving.

November 16, 2010

“I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word.” – John 17:6

American Christianity has, for the most part, lost the idea of belonging to Christ. In America we cherish the ideas of individuality and freedom as our core values. However, we have let these core values breed in us a great self-centeredness. This contradicts true Christianity: true disciples understand that they belong to Jesus. We were bought at a price and the life we live we now live for Him alone. Within this truth lies a great mystery: it is in living every day for the Master in Christian servitude that we truly become all we are meant to be. The only real and true way to be an individual is to become who God created you to be. The only real freedom is freedom from sin that only comes through Christ. Lord, help us to find our true self and our true freedom in You alone.

November 9, 2010

“I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you. However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” – Luke 10:19-20

Our joy should always be found in our restored relationship to our heavenly Father. Our work for the Kingdom or our acts of service cannot be a reliable source of joy. Work for the Kingdom is often difficult. And it is true that God works in mysterious ways so that His work in our life may appear, at certain points, to look like failures to us. However, finding your joy in the fact that your name is written in the Book of Life can be a source of eternal, unstoppable joy that is unaffected by temporary circumstances. Lord, let our highest goal in life be to live freely in our restored relationship with You and, through that, be filled with Your incredible joy.

November 2, 2010

“Then Jesus said, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?’” – John 11:40

One of two things usually happens when we come up against trials in our life: our faith is either strengthened or damaged. The fine line between the two is divided by the quality of our relationship with the Savior. If we constantly abide in Him on a daily basis, the trials that come will simply draw us closer to Him. But if we call on Him only in trials, the relationship has not been developed to a point where we can trust Him with our deepest fears and sorrows or hear His voice calming us in the storm. The great missionary to China, Hudson Taylor, once said, “It doesn't matter, really, how great the pressure is. It only matters where the pressure lies. See that it never comes between you and the Lord- then, the greater the pressure, the more it presses you to His breast.” Lord, let us abide in You at all times so our relationship never depends on our circumstances and we learn, steadily, to trust You even in our darkest hour.

October 19, 2010

“Lord, teach us to pray” – Luke 11:1

Prayer is so much more and so much less than we often make it out to be. Prayer, at its heart, is simply speaking to God, our loving Father. There is no secret formula or fancy poetic language needed. However, prayer is not just conversation. It is the life-blood that sustains the fire of the Holy Spirit in the heart of the Christian. So pray simply and honestly, but reverently and powerfully as well. Lord, let our relationship with you be such that we have intimate and meaningful times of prayer.

October 12, 2010

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” – John 14:27

If we are in close fellowship with Christ, He gives us His peace. Worry and fear come when we lose our connection to Him. In Matthew 14:29-31 we see the familiar story of Peter stepping out of the boat and walking on the water with Jesus. However, as soon as Peter took His eyes off of Christ and started to concentrate on the wind and the waves around him, he began to sink. Similarly, when we take our eyes off Christ and begin to concentrate on the problems surrounding us, we sink into despair and depression. Do you have that “sinking feeling” today? Then move your gaze from the crashing waves of life onto the outreached hand of Jesus Christ and let Him rescue you from your despair and give you His peace. Lord, give us the wisdom and strength to have our eyes permanently fixed on You alone.

October 5, 2010

“But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.” – Matthew 6:6

It is important to physically and spiritually find a quiet place to pray. This does not mean we cannot pray in the middle of a hectic day. God wants to hear from us all the time. But just like any quality relationship, God wants uninterrupted, focused time with us. This needs to be done in the physical realm, by stealing away at points during the day to a place of peace. But this also needs to be done spiritually. We can be in a physically quiet place, but our mind can be as noisy as a city street. To concentrate on God means to shut out the world. We cannot have intimate time with our Heavenly Father while going over our “to-do list” in our head. There is great fruit, however, when we do take this time: we get to truly hear from God! So take time today to stop and talk to God. Then, maybe you will be settled and focused enough to hear from Him. Lord, when we come to You we want You to be our only concern. Please still our minds and center our thoughts on You.

September 28, 2010

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” – Matthew 5:3

The poor in spirit are blessed because it is only at the end of ourselves that we begin to grow in Christ. Jesus is NOT giving us a formula here for how to be “blessed.” He is NOT saying “if you want to be blessed, you have to first be poor in spirit.” Instead, he is encouraging those who are at the end of their rope. He is essentially saying, “Be happy when you come to the end of your rope, because that is where you usually look up and see Christ.” By contrast, those who have everything they need in life often believe they don’t need Christ (Jesus himself said “it is hard for a rich man to enter the Kingdom of Heaven” in Matthew 19:23), and this is definitely not a “blessed” place to be. Lord, thank You for bringing us through circumstances that draw us closer to You.

September 21, 2010

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.” – Matthew 11:28

This verse contains a great promise from Jesus. He promises rest. And this promise is open to everyone. However, notice that this promise is conditional: the first thing Jesus says is “come to Me.” This rest is not available anywhere else, and Christ does not automatically apply this rest to every person. You must come to Christ to get it. We spend much of our lives chasing after many different things that we hope will bring us rest and take away our burdens: financial freedom, better jobs, a meaningful relationship, etc. However, without Christ these things often bring more chaos and confusion into our lives. If we want to posses the ultimate, peaceful rest of Jesus Christ, then our only concern should be seeking after Him. Lord, as we draw close to You, please pour Your peace and rest into our lives.

September 14, 2010

“Do not put out the Spirit's fire.” – 1 Thessalonians 5:19

This short little phrase of warning in the book of 1 Thessalonians is very interesting. How can someone as powerful as the Holy Spirit be “put out” or “quenched” in our lives? Well, the answer is that God is a gentleman. He will never force His Spirit upon us. God has made each believer the keeper of their own spiritual flame that comes from the Holy Spirit. We can feed it and fan it into a consuming fire in our lives, or we can starve it to the point it is quenched. How much of the Holy Spirit flame you have in your life is up to you. So I ask you today: do you feed your flame with prayer, devotion, Bible reading, and fellowship; or do you starve your fire by keeping Godly things out of your life? Lord, guide us each into fanning our flame into a beacon of spiritual light so that everyone around could see that light and praise You.

March 30, 2010

“Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God-- this is your spiritual act of worship.” – Romans 12:1

On the Cross, God revealed to us his perfect Justice and abounding Mercy at the very same time. The punishment for sin was paid and, at the same time, every sinner who comes to Christ is given a full pardon. On Easter morning, Jesus proved he was God, demonstrated His authority over death, and sealed the resurrection of everyone who follows Him. This is the Truth that we will be celebrating this Easter Sunday. However, we cannot simply end with the recognition of this Truth. In Romans 12:1, Paul tells us that there is a proper response to this incredible act of mercy that God has poured out on us. Each of us is called to offer our whole lives back to God to be used for his purposes. This is an incredible privilege and the completion of what God created us to be. This Easter, consider not only what Christ has done for you, but what your proper response should be. Lord, take our lives and let them be set apart as a special offering for You.

March 23, 2010

“For in the same way you judge others, you will be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” – Matthew 7:2

It is a sad truth that the faults we quickly notice in others are most often the same faults that we struggle with ourselves. We get the most frustrated and have the least amount of patience with people who are very much like us. Christ teaches us to be careful of judging others because the very same judgment can be poured out on you. Christians must approach every situation with humility, knowing that every good thing within us comes from Christ. We would abound with everything evil if it were not for the transforming power of the Holy Spirit in our lives. Lord, help us to judge ourselves before we judge anyone else and teach us to see others through Your loving eyes.

March 16, 2010

“But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.” – 2 Peter 2:9

This verse in 2 Peter contains a very interesting phrase. It calls us a “royal priesthood.” The job of the priest in the Old Testament was to intercede with God on behalf of the people. He gave sacrifices and offerings, not just for himself, but to make sure others were right with God. It is true that each of us needs to spend the time in prayer to make sure we are right with God. However, in doing this for ourselves, we cannot forget our duty as a royal priesthood. We are called to pray and intercede on the behalf of those around us. We are each God’s ministers to a lost and hurting world. The problem comes when we get caught up in the idea that “I am not ready,” or “I am not prepared,” or “I am not good enough to minister to others.” It is true that each of has a long way to go in our walk with Christ. However, the best way to grow yourself is to lead others in the way they should be going. If you are leading others to Jesus, that means you are also getting closer to him every step of the way. Remember, 2 Peter says we are a royal priesthood, not we “will be someday.” When you take seriously your responsibility to lead others to God, he will equip you with everything you need for the task. Lord, give each one of us a heart and passion to be your ministers in our world.

March 9, 2010

“After Job had prayed for his friends, the LORD made him prosperous again and gave him twice as much as he had before.” – Job 42:10

So often we fail to grow as Christians because our prayers never reach outside ourselves. We are always asking God for strength, forgiveness, or guidance for “me.” We focus very little attention on praying for others. However, to grow in Christ we must turn our concerns outward to those around us. This applies to our friends and enemies…especially in prayer. When we begin to make others the priority, we grow tremendously in Christ, because we are following His example. Jesus, even though he was God, did not cling to His place in Glory but instead gave it up and became a servant for me and you (Philippians 2:5-8). Lord, bless my brothers and sisters and even my enemies with all that I have asked for myself in the past.

March 2, 2010

“Again Jesus said, ‘Simon son of John, do you truly love me?’ He answered, ‘Yes, Lord, you know that I love you’ Jesus said, ‘Take care of my sheep.’” – John 21:16

When we turn Christianity into a system of beliefs or simply a set of moral teachings, we have destroyed it. What the vast majority of people fail to realize about the Christian walk is that it is really all about a relationship: a deep, personal, intimate relationship with Jesus Christ. Serving Him because of your devotion to Him is the only way to be a true disciple of Christ. Oswald Chambers put it best when he said, “Jesus Christ calls service what we are to Him, not what we do for Him. Discipleship is based on devotion to Jesus Christ, not adherence to a belief or a creed.” Lord, fill our hearts to overflowing with love for You and let that be the driving force behind all our Christian service.

February 23, 2010

“‘Lord, if it's you,’ Peter replied, ‘tell me to come to you on the water.’ ‘Come,’ he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, ‘Lord, save me!’” – Matthew 14:28-30

Peter begins his walk toward Christ in an excellent way. He does not consider the impossibility of the task. He does not consider any of the earthly circumstances. All Peter pays attention to is the fact that Jesus is out there calling for him to come. When Peter keeps his focus on Jesus and pays no attention to the raging storm around him, he does the impossible: he walks on water! But this great show of faith does not last long. Soon Peter begins to look around at the circumstance and realize “I can’t do this!” The truth is, none of us can accomplish the abundant life that Christ calls us to. He beckons us to come out with him and experience the impossible. If our only concern is walking with Christ, we will succeed. However, if we focus our attention on the circumstances of life and let them determine what is possible and what is not, we will sink every time. Lord, You are the only one who has authority in our lives. Forgive us for letting our circumstances master us and please give us the faith to keep focused on You and You alone.

February 16, 2010

“Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. You are my friends if you do what I command. I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you.” – John 15:13-15

I would guess that there are many Christians who would die for Christ, but would not lay down their life for him. We may think of these two things as the same, but they are not. The decision to die for Christ is a brief moment and is quickly followed by life in heaven. To lay down your life is a decision that must be made day after day for years. It is harder to lay down your life than to die. However, we are much more useful to God when we lay down our life than when we die. To simply die for someone may be heroic, but to lay down your life for someone is true love. Lord, make us a people who love you in such a way that we daily lay down our lives for you, just as you have done for us.

February 9, 2010

“So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened.” – Luke 11:9-10

Christ promises that whoever seeks him will find him. He also promises that anyone who thirsts can be filled with living water. So what’s the problem? What is holding us back? The problem is that many of us today are not thirsty for God and we are not seeking Christ. We have become content with the temporary pleasures of life and never seek anything greater. To truly follow Christ, you must come to the realization that the greatest pleasures of the world are garbage when compared to the amazing life that God offers through Jesus Christ. When you are not satisfied with the temporary, you will begin to thirst and seek the eternal things of God. Lord, open our eyes to see and long for the things of true value.

January 26, 2010

“Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, ‘Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.’ So we say with confidence, ‘The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?’”

– Hebrews 13:5-6

The words “never will I leave you; never will I forsake you” have been a comfort to countless Christians in times of trouble. This verse and these kinds of words are what we turn to in our darkest hour to remember that our God is always there for us. However, what we often forget is that “never leave” means “never leave.” God does not rush in to comfort us during our darkest times and then go off to some far away place while we continue through the “average” days of our life. When taken in context with the rest of the verse, these words really mean that God is taking care of the daily details of life. God will not leave you or forsake you in the drudgery of life, or the boredom of life, or the business of life, or the joys of life either. During the struggles with coworkers or the lonely days or the chores around the house or the funny thing you just thought of, God is still there with you. Instead of running to Hebrews 13:5 in times of troubles, why not start every day with this verse? Lord, thank you for being there in every moment of our lives and help us to always be sensitive of your unfailing presence.

January 19, 2010

“The LORD confides in those who fear him; he makes his covenant known to them.” – Psalm 25:14

Did you know that God wants to confide in you? He wants your friendship. What an incredible honor! It may seem like a paradox, but a healthy fear of the Lord is how this friendship begins. When we realize who God is and how unworthy we are, then we are on the beginning of an incredible journey with Him. The problem many of us face is that we make this friendship one-sided. We want to tell God all our hopes, fears, hurts, and joys…and this is a good thing! However, have you ever taken time to listen to God share what’s on His heart? God has incredible plans (Jeremiah 29:11). There are times when God has a broken heart (Ezekiel Ch 16). God also has incredible joy (Matthew 3:17). All these He wants to share with you as His intimate friend. When was the last time you took a moment and listened to God pour out His heart to you? Lord, open our ears to truly listen to you as one loving friend to another.

January 12, 2010

“I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father. You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it.” – John 14:12-14

Asking in Christ’s name means that we ask with Christ’s heart as our own. The Bible promises us that anything we ask for with Christ’s heart as our own will surely be given to us. When our will is in sync with the will of God, He provides abundantly for us in order to accomplish His will through us. The secret to getting anything and everything you want is to have a heart, mind, and will in tune with God’s. If you long for God’s will to be done instead of your own, you will then begin to see your prayers working miracles in your life and the lives of those around you. But be ready to realize that when you have Christ’s heart in place of your own, your desires begin to change. God’s will is not the same as ours and God’s ways are not our ways. So you may find yourself praying for things you never thought you would. But the safest, most beautiful and joyful place to be in all the world is within the will of God. Lord, shape our heart, mind, and will to be in tune with Yours so our prayers would be for the benefit of Your Kingdom and not our own.

January 5, 2010

“So Abram said to Lot, ‘Let's not have any quarreling between you and me, or between your herdsmen and mine, for we are brothers. Is not the whole land before you? Let's part company. If you go to the left, I'll go to the right; if you go to the right, I'll go to the left.’” – Genesis 13:8-9

In this passage, Abraham had accumulated a great deal of livestock. When the land could not support both his and Lot’s livestock, Abraham gave Lot the choice of where he would go. Lot chose the most fertile land and ended up in the midst of a people God would later choose to destroy. Abraham relied on God to care for him and his possessions and became blessed even more. Strangely enough, it is a difficult test when God blesses you greatly. It is difficult because our natural inclination is to rely on and protect those blessings instead of continuing on our journey with God. We tend to say “Okay God, you have blessed me with this much and I don’t want to risk it in order to take the next step with you.” However, there is never a gamble with God because he always has your best interest at heart. Behind the next step always lies the greater blessing. Lord, help us to never fear giving up all that you have blessed us with in order to gain all that you have in store for us.

December 22, 2009

“‘The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel’--which means, ‘God with us.’” – Matthew 1:23

When God stepped down from heaven in order to become one of us, he did not choose a palace or even a home. He chose a dirty stable and slept in a feed bunk for animals. When God became man he did not take on the form of an honored king or a mighty warrior. He took the form of a baby. Jesus Christ came into our world in a way that was incredibly humble and gentle. There are many reasons why he did this, but I think one reason is to show us the manner in which he wants to come into our lives personally. Our lives, just like the stable, are way too dirty for Christ to enter in. But he does it anyway: “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8). We are way too small to encounter such a powerful God. But God does not come to us thundering from a mountaintop: “Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls” (Matthew 11:29). Christ came so humbly and gently but grew into a man and is now exalted to the right hand of God. Likewise, he wants to come humbly and gently to you and grow to a place where he is exalted as Lord of your life. This is how he brings rest and peace and salvation for each of us. And this is the real beauty of “Immanuel – God with us!” Lord, as you come so humbly and gently, grow in us until you have been seated on the throne of our lives.

December 8, 2009

“Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though the olive crop fails and the fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the stalls, yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will be joyful in God my Savior. The Sovereign LORD is my strength; he makes my feet like the feet of a deer, he enables me to go on the heights.” – Habakkuk 3:17-19

We have all inherited a problem that began in the Garden of Eden. From the time Adam and Eve ate from the “tree of the knowledge of good and evil” we have made the mistake of thinking we know what is best for us. The words used in Genesis to describe the tree are words of profit and loss; advantage and disadvantage. The problem is that each one of us now believes we know what is to our advantage and what is not. This is so ingrained in us, that even our prayers often consist of us telling God what He should do because we think we know what is best. However, true faith recognizes that God is the one who knows what is best for us. And he has promised us that “…in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.” (Romans 8:28). This is exactly the kind of faith that allowed the prophet Habakkuk to say that he would praise God no matter how difficult the circumstances were (and believe me, he lived through some incredibly difficult circumstances!). Habakkuk knew that, as long as God was the one looking after him, everything was going to be just fine. This fact allowed him to not only endure, but have joy in the midst of these hard times. “Happiness” is dependant on what “happens” to you. Joy is a product of faith and it can rise above any earthly circumstances.

December 1, 2009

“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than clothes? Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they?” – Matthew 6:25-26

When we worry about these everyday problems and make them our priority, we show that we do not trust God to take care of us. If we cannot trust Him for these very basic needs, how will we ever trust Him in the storms and trials of life? Trusting God completely is a process and is something every one of us must continue to learn. However, this process has to begin with trusting God for our most basic needs. Lord, give us the wisdom to put all of our trust in You to provide for every need we encounter.

November 24, 2009

“But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that.” – 1 Timothy 6:6-8

Contentment and thanksgiving go hand in hand. In fact, when one is fostered, the other grows as well, creating a wonderful cycle of ever-increasing joy. However, the cycle can also go the other way as well. And when that happens, the culprit is often a lack of contentment. Many times, in our country, we grow up being taught that we deserve a great number of things. And then, when we do not get everything we want, we are not content. Paul, in one of his letters to Timothy, gives a great solution to this problem. We need to remember that we have brought nothing into this world. You see, when the Bible talks about anything being “created” the subject of that verb is always God. Only God can bring something into this world and take something out. Even secular science recognizes this fact with the “law of conservation of mass/matter” which states that matter cannot be created nor destroyed. When we realize that we cannot actually create anything and therefore deserve nothing, it becomes a huge blessing to look and see all we have. In fact, just having food and clothes is a blessing! When we enter into life with this perspective, then we will be content in all circumstances (Philippians 4:12) and that will lead us to give thanks to God in all circumstances. And when we are constantly giving thanks, we will realize how blessed we are and that will make us even more content! Lord, open our eyes to see how graciously you have blessed us and let that lead us to give thanks to you in all we do.

November 17, 2009

…that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.” – John 17:21

In this passage, Jesus is praying for all Christians throughout history, the present, and the future. We know this because he says in v.20 "My prayer is not for them (the disciples) alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message.” That is each and every one of us! It is incredible that Jesus prayed specifically for us, but it is even more incredible the two specific things that he prays for. First, he prays that all believers would have an oneness and love for one another that would mirror the oneness and love that exits between him and his Father. Secondly he prays that we would have the same kind of oneness and love with God that he and God share. What an incredible request on our behalf! But Jesus does not just stop at asking. He longs for this to be accomplished so much that he gave his life for it. You see, the only way we can be one with one another and one with God the way Jesus prays for us to be, is if we are cleansed and re-created through his death on the cross and resurrection. So in times when this kind of love and oneness seems impossible, remember that this is the deepest desire of Jesus’ heart. So much so that he gave everything in order to make it possible for us. Lord, make us one with each other and one with You through the sacrifice of Your son Jesus Christ and through the power of Your Holy Spirit.

November 10, 2009

But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.” – Matthew 6:33

How incredibly sad it is that, for the most part, American Christians have completely reversed this teaching of Jesus. We have made the things of everyday life our priority, and the Kingdom of God comes in a distant second. God gets our leftover time, our leftover money, and our leftover energy. We toil endlessly to make sure all the material things of our life are in order and then give God the leftovers…if there are any! This leads to a miserable existence where we are in constant stress over provision for our lives and where our relationship to God is nearly non-existent. God does not want us to live like this. He calls us to make the Kingdom our priority…to give the things of God first importance in our lives. When this is your priority, there will be no stress about the rest of life. Think how silly it must seem to God when we worry about food and clothes and money. You can almost picture Him saying “Just worry about me. I am the creator of the Universe. Clothes, food, and money are child’s play for me. Simply focus on me and you will never have to worry about those things again!” Lord, help us to live in the joyous freedom that comes from Your Kingdom as our priority.

November 3, 2009

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword?” – Romans 8:35

God does not keep us from every hardship, because hardships are often where we grow closer to Him. We too easily forget Romans 8:35 and think that God has left us during difficult times. But this is not the truth. One important lesson we need to learn in the midst of our trials is that there is no power in all of creation that can separate us from the love of God. Overcoming our hardships, hand in hand with God, is the refining process that produces a more pure faith in Him. Lord, let our eyes never turn away from your unfailing love when the trials of life come.

October 27, 2009

“For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.” – Ephesians 2:10

Many modern Christians mistakenly think that we have been forgiven and saved by Jesus Christ only to escape hell. Sadly, for many of us, this is the only part of the Gospel message we have ever heard. It is true, Christ wanted to save us from hell, but there is so much more than that. We are God’s masterpieces and he has re-created us in Christ Jesus so that we can live in a healthy relationship with Him. That relationship should then lead to an abundant life of good works that point others toward our loving Father (John 10:10; Ephesians 2:10; Matthew 5:16). If you have missed this part of the Gospel message, then you have missed the key to living with true joy and purpose while on this earth. Lord, save us and transform us into your masterpieces.

October 20, 2009

“For if you possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.” – 2 Peter 1:8

In verses 5, 6, and 7 of 2 Peter chapter 1, Peter gives to us a great list of Godly qualities. He then encourages us, in verse 8, to possess them in increasing measure so that we will not be ineffective or unproductive. You see, the things of God must become natural qualities in our life. “Possess these qualities in increasing measure” means that we practice them on such a regular basis, they become part of who we are. This is not to say, however, that they should simply be habits. Habits are often developed for no reason and carried on with no purpose. The things of God must come just as naturally without being habit. These qualities that Peter gives us must run much deeper than simple habits. For example, is breathing a habit? Is your heart beat a habit? Are thirst and hunger habits? We do these things every day because they are absolutely vital to our survival. In the same way, our hope as we set out to “possess these qualities in increasing measure” is to make them the very things that give us our motivation and movement in each circumstance. If we neglect these qualities, Paul warns us that we are then blind and we have forgotten what Christ has done for us (v.9). Lord, give us the strength and wisdom to pursue Godly qualities in our lives and make them the natural outflow of our hearts so that we may be effective and productive for Your Kingdom.

October 13, 2009

“…(add to your) brotherly kindness, love.” – 2 Peter 1:7

It is not enough for us to simply be kind to others. This is the first step, but not the ultimate goal. The ultimate goal is true love. But where does that come from? God loves us, not because we are lovable, but because His very nature is love. When the Bible calls us to love others, it is speaking of this kind of love: we must love unlovable people because it is in our very nature to do so. Love is not love when it is forced or demanded. But how can we accomplish such an impossible task? We must draw ever closer to Christ until He makes this type of love…His love…our very nature as well. Experiencing Christ’s love more and more each day is the only way to learn and show true love to others. Lord, let your amazing love well up in us, producing an amazing love for all those around us.

October 6, 2009

“For the revelation awaits an appointed time; it speaks of the end and will not prove false. Though it linger, wait for it; it will certainly come and will not delay.”

– Habakkuk 2:3

Though it may seem simple, I think we are often confused by the idea of patience. Patience is not a passive thing. It does not sit back and say “I don’t really care when things happen.” No, Christian patience goes hand in hand with Christian faith and hope. Faith is knowing that God will deliver on his promises and hope is eagerly waiting for that which you are sure is coming. Patience accompanies these, not passively, but as actively submissive to God’s plan and timing. Simply put, real Christian patience is the ability to operate on God’s timing and not your own. Lord, open our eyes to see more clearly Your promises, Your plan, and Your timing and let this be the foundation of our patience in You.

September 29, 2009

“Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known.” – 1 John 3:2

Most people would probably say they are fairly certain of where their life is going from day to day. However, this certainty is only perceived. We really have no control of where our life is going or even if our life continues at all. As followers of Jesus Christ we should understand this powerless situation and always say “if it is the Lord’s will we will go here or do this” (James 4:15). However, the one certainty we do have is much greater than all the world’s perceived certainty combined: A loving, all-powerful God is directing each and every one of our steps! Lord, give me an abundant life of certainty in You and You alone.

September 15, 2009

“Should you then seek great things for yourself? Seek them not.” – Jeremiah 45:5

How many Christians do you know whose relationship with God consists entirely of asking Him for stuff? Do we really seek God, or just seek the things that He has? Are we simply seeking gifts for ourselves? Seeking gifts from God brings a shallow and unhealthy relationship at the very least and leads to a very limited understanding of who He is. Think about it: if the only time you talked to your husband or wife or best friend was to ask them to give you something, how deep would that relationship be? However, when we earnestly seek God Himself, we receive true blessings and not just the “stuff” we think we want. Matthew 6:33, Romans 8:28, and Jeremiah 29:11 all teach us this fact. Lord, draw us closer to You in a true relationship of Love.

September 8, 2009

“Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?’ And I said, ‘Here am I. Send me!’” – Isaiah 6:8

It makes me sad to think how far we are from being ready for God’s calling. Christians in our culture often understand their relationship with God as the very opposite of Isaiah 6:8 by saying, “God had better be ready when I call on Him.” We have lost the idea of serving God and now, in our self-centered culture, God has become our servant. We do not want God, but a genie that is ready and waiting to grant our wishes. We will never have a full and healthy relationship with our Heavenly Father as long as we have this mindset. Lord, prepare our hearts to jump whenever we hear your voice…here I am, send me!

August 25, 2009

“For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.” – Romans 6:9-11

Oswald Chambers once said “Eternal life is not a gift from God; eternal life is the gift of God.” To know God is to know eternal life and to know eternal life, one must first know God. These two cannot be separated. Eternal life does not begin when your earthly body dies; it begins when you die to sin and live reconciled to God through Christ. If you have trusted in Jesus Christ as your savior, you are living your eternal life right now! Live strong in this knowledge that your relationship to God and to His one and only Son will never end. Lord, thank You for the gift of eternal life that is knowing You!

August 18, 2009

“He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.” – 1 Peter 2:24

I think we often make the mistake of thinking that the cross was put upon Jesus or that He was forced into it. However, someone with that kind of strength, intelligence, power, influence, etc. could have stopped it at any point. Jesus Christ was God in the flesh. No person or group had authority over Him, but instead He laid down His life (and took it up again) by His own will (John 10:18). The cross, as painful as it was, was God’s own doing. The reason that the greatest gift in all the world (Salvation) is free and easily attained by anyone who would come is because such and incredible price was paid by Christ. Not because He was forced to, but because He loves us! Lord, thank You for the cross.

August 11, 2009

“Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to them, ‘Sit here while I go over there and pray.’ He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with him, and he began to be sorrowful and troubled. Then he said to them, ‘My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me.’” – Matthew 26:36-38

The struggle between our sinful nature and God’s Spirit within us is no small matter. We are the battleground. Both sides long to win in our lives: Satan wants for us to live fully enslaved by our sinful nature and God wants us to live in the freedom and power of His Holy Spirit. This battle is so fierce that Christ agonized over it during the last hours of his life while he prayed in the garden with his disciples. So this issue of sin is not simply “us stupid humans messing up again,” but it is so huge that there is nothing more important to Satan and nothing more important to God. We are the battle ground and only God is strong enough to give you victory over the enemy. Lord, we are weak. Take over our spiritual battle and give us victory in You.

August 4, 2009

“You also must be ready, because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.” – Luke 12:40

How can we be ready for the Second Coming of Jesus Christ? It’s simple: always remain with Him. The highest goal of the Christian life should be to live every moment and take every step with Jesus. We must destroy the old way of thinking that only calls on Jesus when we have no other hope, and then puts Him back into a box when we are ready to take control of our life once again. Being prepared for Christ’s return means never leaving his side, but instead, walking daily with Him. Then, you will not be caught off guard, but you will be ready and joyful to continue the precious walk with Him in Perfection that you practiced so long here on earth. Lord, be the master and leader in all that we do.

July 28, 2009

“Then he said to his disciples, ‘Let us go back to Judea.’ ‘But Rabbi,’ they said, ‘a short while ago the Jews tried to stone you, and yet you are going back there?’” – John 11:7-8

How silly is it that we would try to protect Jesus from himself? But we do this all the time when it comes to evangelism. We do not speak and do what Jesus has commanded us because we think it will turn people off or put Christ in a bad light. For instance, for Jesus to say, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me” (John 14:6) is not politically correct and flies in the face of religious tolerance. However, this is what Jesus said and for us to gloss over it or water it down is a weak attempt at trying to protect Jesus from himself. Do we really think Jesus is wrong? Do we really think he didn’t know what he was doing? Do we really think we need to protect him? We often like the concept of what Jesus is saying but not the actual application. The truth is, Jesus Christ is always right in everything he says and it is simply our job to follow and obey. Lord, guide us into following You with joyful, reckless passion.

July 21, 2009

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.” – Matthew 5:8

True purity cannot be spoken of as solely internal or solely external. Someone who claims to be pure on the inside but does not display a purity of action is a good tree that bears bad fruit, and this cannot be (Matthew 7:18). Likewise, a person who displays purity in their actions, but has an impure heart is simply a whitewashed tomb: pretty on the outside, but full of death inside (Matthew 23:27). Christ longs to make us pure throughout our whole being…everything we are. But why strive for this true purity? Because the more we purify ourselves the clearer we will see God (Matthew 5:8). And as we see God more clearly we gain incredible blessings like peace, comfort, power, and discernment. Lord, purify us, starting with our hearts and taking over all that we are, so that we may see and know you clearly.

July 14, 2009

“You are still worldly. For since there is jealousy and quarreling among you, are you not worldly? Are you not acting like mere men?” – 1 Corinthians 3:3

The pain in our lives, though we like to blame it on outside sources, often comes from within. All too often we allow this pain to continue because, as much as we hate the consequences, we still love the sin. Only when we truly hate the sin will we finally completely give it over to Christ and stop trying to deal with it ourselves. Trying to deal with your sin alone, without Christ, is really just an excuse to continue sinning. It is an absolute, universal truth that Christ is the only one who can overcome sin. So when you truly desire to rid yourself of a particularly difficult sin in your life, give all of it over to him. Lord, give us a righteous hatred for our sin and then take it all away so we can live an abundant life for Your Kingdom!

July 7, 2009

“They asked each other, ‘Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?’” – Luke 24:32

Wouldn’t it be wonderful to have every emotion, every inclination of our heart intertwined with the heart of God. I know what it feels like, for brief moments, to share God’s heart. But all too often my emotions are controlled by my sinful nature. However, I work towards a life where every emotion is connected to the heart of God: A life where all my anger is righteous anger; all my joy is pure Christian joy; all my longing is longing to be with God. The only way to have a heart that burns in this way is to walk and talk with our Savior. Lord, weld all of my emotions permanently to your heart, so that my every feeling would be connected to You.

June 30, 2009

“Then the LORD said, "Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to do?”

– Genesis 18:17

Abraham had such an incredible relationship with God that God felt the need to reveal His plans to Abraham before they were carried out. He wanted Abraham to know where He was going and what He was planning. Abraham was a close friend of God. Intimacy with God should be the desire of our heart, because that is the desire of God’s heart. He longs to reveal himself to all of us. But there is often something standing in our way. Prayer is one of the main avenues to intimacy with God. However, we often spend all of our prayer time asking for gifts and blessings. When we pray, intimacy with God is very seldom our primary motive. When you talk with God, do not try to use him but instead love Him and seek Him. In return the intimacy you find with God will be a far greater blessing than anything you have asked Him for in the past. Lord, please fill me with a longing for an intimate relationship with you above all else.

June 23, 2009

“By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going.”

– Hebrews 11:8

God called many Old Testament men and women away from everything they knew. He also called the disciples away from family, work, and the life they had made for themselves. In the same way, God is calling us to a whole new life. Oswald Chambers says, “Faith never knows where it is being lead, but it loves and knows the One Who is leading.” This is an important aspect of Christianity that we often miss today. We think we lead the way and make a life for ourselves and Christ is along for the ride. However, a life of faith is not about giving us all the success we dreamed of in the life we lived before we met Christ. It is about living a whole new life away from our old ways and often away from everything familiar. Too many of us want to know Christ without changing lives. This is not a life of faith. Instead, we should join with Paul in saying: “What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ” (Philippians 3:8). Lord, lead us away from our old life and give us faith to step out into the unknown with You.

June 16, 2009

“Your love, O LORD, reaches to the heavens, your faithfulness to the skies. Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains, your justice like the great deep. O LORD, you preserve both man and beast.” – Psalm 36:5-6

As I write this devotion I am sitting on the edge of the San Juan National Forrest in Dolores, Colorado. Reflecting on our drive through the mountains, this psalm continues to come to mind. The righteousness of God is like the mighty mountains. God’s righteousness is majestic and beautiful. It is awe-inspiring. But it is also firm and immovable. In contrast, the righteousness we can achieve on our own is like filthy rags; used up, and worthless (Isaiah 64:6). However, I point out this depressing contrast in order to lead us to an incredible revelation. Through Christ, our filthy righteousness has been turned into the righteousness that is like the mighty mountains. If we stand before God with our own righteousness, we are hopeless. But instead we are able stand before Him clothed in the beautiful, awe-inspiring, rock solid righteousness of Christ (Philippians 3:9). Lord, your righteousness is like the mighty mountains, and because of your son, I can stand in that righteousness and not be consumed. Thank you for your incredible love and sacrifice!

June 9, 2009

“Don't you know that when you offer yourselves to someone to obey him as slaves, you are slaves to the one whom you obey-- whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness?” – Romans 6:16

As independent, free Americans, there is a fact of life that we do not like to admit. At some point in life we must realize that we all have a master. And it is true that “a man is a slave to whatever has mastered him” (2 Peter 2:19). Even though we each have a master in this life, the blessing is that we get to choose our master. When you live life outside of Christ, you may think you are free, but really you end up becoming a slave to some sin that eats away at your life and eventually destroys you. However, when you make Christ your master, He breaks all other bondage that has weighed you down and He gives you true, abundant life. But make no mistake, everyone does have a master in life, so “choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve…but as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord” (Joshua 24:15). Lord, be the one and only master of my life.

June 2, 2009

“Peter said to (Jesus), ‘We have left everything to follow you!’” – Mark 10:28

How often do we follow Christ solely for what we get out of the relationship? In fact, church leaders are often guilty of teaching this as the proper motive, because it is so attractive. But living for Christ is simply that: living for Him. It is true that there are countless and eternal benefits to being a follower of Jesus Christ. But when these become our only motive, we are in danger of having an entirely selfish relationship with our Savior. If this is our relationship with Him, then what happens when we do not see immediate benefits? When we are persecuted will we continue to follow? Just like Peter, we should leave everything behind and follow Christ and Christ alone. True love always puts the other person first. As we move toward maturity in our relationship with Christ, let us focus on following Him out of true love and no other motivation. Lord, give me a heart centered on you and not me.

May 26, 2009

“... I was not disobedient to the vision from heaven.” – Acts 26:19

We each must trade in our vision for God’s vision if we are going to be true followers of Christ. Living a life aimed at fulfilling our own selfish plan and purpose is hollow and powerless. However, when we are living out God’s vision, we can do everything through the One who gives us strength (Philippians 4:13). Once you have a vision that comes from God and not self, it must then permeate every aspect of who you are. Every previously mundane event throughout your day now becomes an exciting step in God’s eternal plan. God does not just want the “spiritual” aspects of our life, He wants all of us. Lord, show me Your vision for my life and keep me mindful of it throughout my whole day.

May 19, 2009

“No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.”

 Romans 8:37

With the love of Christ in our lives, we are more than conquerors in every trial. We do not simply make it through the storm. Instead we are able to have joy in the midst of the storm, and then emerge on the other side stronger, wiser, more joyful, and closer to God. We are more than conquerors because no trial or scheme from the enemy can triumph over us – nothing can separate us from the love of God. It would be good enough to simply go through life conquering every challenge. But God’s love allows us to go through life as more than conquerors. Lord, thank you for your unfailing, all-conquering love!

May 12, 2009

“However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me-- the task of testifying to the gospel of God's grace.” – Acts 20:24

Joy, true joy and not just momentary happiness, only comes from fulfilling the call which God created you for. Contrary to popular belief, joy does not come from selfishness. It is only in giving ourselves over to God that we find real joy. No matter how hard or taxing the Christian life may become, these difficulties cannot come close to the painful emptiness of being outside and far away from the life God has called you to. Walking through tough situations with God is always better than floundering away from him. It is better to spend one day in God’s courts than spend a thousand days in any other place you could imagine (Psalm 84:10).

April 28, 2009

“The third time he said to him, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’ Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, ‘Do you love me?’ He said, ‘Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.’ Jesus said, ‘Feed my sheep.’” – John 21:17

Sometimes, a word from the Lord can hurt. Not because he is cruel, but because we have wounded ourselves and those wounds need cleaned and bandaged. When we wound ourselves with sin, we often go into a spiritual shock where we feel no pain. But this shock, if left untreated, is deadly. The word from the Lord comes to expose, clean, and bandage our spiritual wounds. This process is painful, but in the end it is life-saving medicine. Lord, please give us the strength to allow your Word to come and heal our wounds.

April 22, 2009

“I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth.”– Job 19:25

Some scholars have argued that Job is one of the oldest books of the Old Testament. If this is true, it just adds to the incredible faith of this statement. Today, we Christians have the Old Testament, the New Testament, the entire story of Jesus Christ, and two thousand years of church history, and we still have trouble resolutely making this statement with Job. Job, however, did not know how God was going to redeem us through Christ. He also may not have known all the history of the nation of Israel and all God has done for them. Job did, however, experience God on a personal level. And this experience was more than enough to give him the faith to emphatically say: “I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the earth.” Brothers and sisters, maybe the problem is that we know a great deal about God and have experienced very little of him. Faith is not blind. Our faith should grow out of our experience with God. Once you have tasted and seen the Lord is truly good, you also will be sure that your redeemer lives and that, in the end, he will stand upon the earth.

April 14, 2009

"‘What do you want me to do for you?’ ‘Lord, I want to see,’ he replied.” – Luke 18:41

I believe God is eagerly waiting to do the impossible in our lives. For our faith, we need to not only look to what Jesus said, but what he did. Sure we believe everything Jesus said, but do we really believe everything that Jesus did? He gave sight to the blind, made the lame walk, and raised the dead! He routinely accomplished things that are impossible. The blind man in this scripture truly believed that Jesus had the power to heal him and so he boldly came and asked for the impossible. Do you believe that Jesus is Lord of the impossible, and do you believe that he wants to accomplish amazing things in your life today? Lord, please open us up to the impossible.

April 7, 2009

“The angel said to the women, ‘Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 6 He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he lay.’” – Matthew 28:5-6

These words still amaze me: “he has risen, just as he said.” Jesus coming back from the dead is incredible. But what makes this even more amazing (if that is possible) is that it all took place exactly how he said it would. When a big league slugger steps up to the plate and points to the deepest part of the ball park, he shows an awful lot of confidence in his ability. But who has the kind of power to say “I am going to be beaten and killed, but don’t worry because I will come back.” Only Jesus can make such a claim. There have been many influential spiritual leaders throughout history who have spawned numerous world religions. They made grand claims about who they were. However, none of them would have dared to matter-of-factly state that they hold the power over life and death in their hands. There have also been a number of fanatics throughout history who have claimed this power, but not a single one came through on their promise. No, Jesus Christ is God, not only because he said it, but because he has proven it. Brothers and sisters, rejoice today because we serve a risen Lord, and no other worshiper in any other religion can make that same claim. Our God is the only True God!

March 31, 2009

“Sir,’ the woman said, ‘you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water?’” – John 4:11

The question that the woman asks Jesus in this Scripture is somewhat comical. He is talking about giving her “living water,” an illustration of the life giving power that flows from him, and she is wondering what kind of bucket he is going to use?! But this is actually a great tangible example of something we all do with Jesus from time to time. Too often, we try to fit Jesus into our mold. It is not always intentional or even conscious, but we all do it. We think Christ cannot deliver us from our situation because we cannot deliver ourselves. After all, if we, who are flesh and blood, cannot fix the situation how is this intangible, invisible Christ going to do it? We foolishly think that Jesus is bound by our limitations. We ask “but Jesus, where are you going to get the money, or how are you going to heal what the doctors don’t understand, or how in the world can you change the heart of this person who refuses to listen to reason?” But we must rise above this common misconception. Have confidence today that Jesus “is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine.” Lord, help us to see your power without our limitations.

March 24, 2009

“The LORD came and stood there, calling as at the other times, ‘Samuel! Samuel!’ Then Samuel said, ‘Speak, for your servant is listening.’” – 1 Samuel 3:10

Have you ever seen a child who is so caught up in what they are doing that they cannot hear their parent’s voice, even when mom and dad are standing right there shouting at them? This is probably the norm. However, have you ever seen a child who hears and responds to the voice of their parent, even over the roar of a crowd or in the midst of chaos? My question today is: which child are you when your heavenly father is calling? The norm is that we get so caught up in our own little world that we cannot hear God no matter how clearly and directly he speaks to us. But it is much better to be the child who is disciplined and attentive, to the point that we can hear our Father’s voice no matter how many distractions the enemy throws at us. Jesus tells us in John 10:27 that “my sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.” A shepherd could walk into a large herd, with sheep from many different owners. He would call out and his sheep would recognize his voice and follow him out of the crowd. This is how we should respond to our loving, gentle Savior when he beckons us to follow Him. Lord, put me in tune with your voice so that my actions reflect my love and respect for You.

March 17, 2009

“When the people saw the thunder and lightning and heard the trumpet and saw the mountain in smoke, they trembled with fear. They stayed at a distance and said to Moses, ‘Speak to us yourself and we will listen. But do not have God speak to us or we will die.’” – Exodus 20:18-19

When I read this Scripture, it always brings a profound question to my mind: Do we not hear God’s voice because that is what we prefer? If God speaks to you, you must obey Him or say no right to his face. There really is no other choice. If we simply hear his words through another person we can say to ourselves “well, maybe that is just his opinion.” Many of us often say that we long to hear God’s voice, but I think we are missing one vital step: We must first long to do God’s will. Otherwise, we will simply be saying no to God’s face. Lord, give us a longing to do your will so that we would then have a true longing to hear your voice. 

March 10, 2009

“Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable-- if anything is excellent or praiseworthy-- think about such things.” – Philippians 4:8

All day long our minds are working, plotting, imagining and thinking. Some studies have shown that, while your body can easily get by on less than 6 hours of sleep, your mind needs a full eight hours for it to be fresh for the next day. This makes sense, since your body may rest at times during the day, but your mind does not. Our minds are a powerful tool! Unfortunately, we usually allow our minds to chase all sorts of fruitless and sinful thoughts throughout the day. But if we could set this powerful tool on the work of God, how incredible it would be to imagine, think, and plan with Him all day long! As a prayer directed toward God, Isaiah 26:3 promises, “You will keep in perfect peace him whose mind is steadfast, because he trusts in You.” Lord, please take over our minds and make Yourself the subject of all our thoughts each and every day. 

March 3, 2009

“Do you not know? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He will not grow tired or weary, and his understanding no one can fathom.” – Isaiah 40:28

God’s resources are endless, while ours are quickly exhausted. We become empty when our output exceeds our income. When the things that draw from us spiritually are greater than the time we spend with our savior, we are emptied out. Therefore, when we try to live on our own power, we quickly come to our limit. This is true in daily life, and becomes painfully evident in spiritually trying times. To protect against this, we must increase our time with the savior more and more each day. This is done through prayer, Bible study, worship, quiet time, and fellowship with other followers of Christ. If we practice this principle we will never be dry in times of need. Lord, visit me and fill me so that I might be useful every day to furthering your Kingdom.

February 24, 2009

“Lift your eyes and look to the heavens: Who created all these? He who brings out the starry host one by one, and calls them each by name. Because of his great power and mighty strength, not one of them is missing.” – Isaiah 40:26

It is sad that there is so much today to distract us from the beauty of creation. T.V., computers, and movies are not inherently evil, but they do us a serious disservice when they keep us from beholding God’s creation and then standing in awe of Him. It is a good practice to take your eyes off of man-made things more often and “look to the heavens.” Meditate on God’s creation and begin to see His glory revealed. God’s chosen people were chastised for worshiping carved images instead of the living God. Let’s not settle for flashing screens imitating life when there is true beauty out there to behold! Lord, open up our eyes and help us to see your glory as revealed in your creation. 

February 17, 2009

“May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through…” – 1 Thessalonians 5:23

So often, the desires expressed by our mouths are not the true desires of our hearts. We pray for God’s sanctification, but our hearts are still treasuring earthly things. Oswald Chambers says that sanctification “will cost the intense narrowing of all our interests on earth and an immense broadening of all our interests in God. Sanctification means intense concentration on God’s point of view.” To pray for God’s sanctification is to truly pray for God to take complete control. In God’s system, He must take over a heart in order to change a life. Are you truly ready to surrender all you are, have, and desire to Him? Lord, take my heart and let it be consecrated to thee! 

February 10, 2009

“The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and they crucified him; but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place.” – Luke 24:20-21

The thing that is so ironic and comical about this story is also the thing that makes it so relevant. As these followers of Jesus walked along this road to Emmaus, they rambled on about everything that happened and how confused and upset they were about what had transpired. All the while, they did not realize that the one they were talking to was Jesus. Their hopes had been dashed, their hero had been killed, and now they were not sure what to do. They did not realize their hero was raised from the dead and walked along side them with each step. We act in the exact same way today. When things do not transpire the way we hoped they would, and God does not triumph in the way we thought he should, we become depressed and confused and begin to ramble on about how we do not understand why God did not show up. However, we do not realize he walks along side us with every step. The great thing about this Scripture, though, is that it shows us how to get out of this blind state. First, the disciples did not understand anything until they stopped complaining and started listening to Christ. Second, Christ explained everything to them from the Scriptures. Next time you find yourself depressed and defeated and you feel like God is no where to be found, take these three steps: First, remember He has promised to never leave you, so He is still right there. Second, stop wallowing in your self pity, be still, and listen to Him. And finally, open up His Word and ask Him to reveal Himself to you and bring you comfort. 

February 3, 2009

“In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.” – Matthew 5:16

This week, our congregation lost a dear sister. Linda Rider was taken home to our Lord on Saturday, January 31. As I have reflected on the beautiful life of Linda this week, my mind continually returns to this verse. Here, Jesus encourages us to let our light shine. I have often wondered what this is supposed to look like. Is he talking about being passionate, or energetic, or charismatic? How do we “let our light shine?” The only light we have to offer is the light of Christ in us. That light shines when the Spirit of Christ is displayed in our life through love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Linda was a great example of this. Everyone who remembers her, whether meeting her a month ago or years ago, remembers her in this light. The goal is then that people would see this light and praise God. I believe it is this type of shining life that brings more people to know God than any gospel track or witnessing program ever could. When I reflect on Linda’s life, I see her light and I praise my Father in heaven. I pray that we would all strive to shine in this way. 

January 27, 2009

“We proclaim him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we may present everyone perfect in Christ.” – Colossians 1:28

Today, I would simply like to share with you some incredibly encouraging words from Charles Spurgeon’s “Morning and Evening Devotions”:

“Do you not feel in your own soul that perfection is not in you? Does not every day teach you that? Every tear which trickles from your eye, weeps ‘imperfection’; every harsh word which proceeds from your lip, mutters ‘imperfection.’ You have too frequently had a view of your own heart to dream for a moment of any perfection in yourself. But amidst this sad consciousness of imperfection, here is comfort for you-you are ‘perfect in Christ Jesus.’ In God's sight, you are ‘complete in him;’ even now you are ‘accepted in the Beloved.’ But there is a second perfection, yet to be realized, which is sure to all the seed. Is it not delightful to look forward to the time when every stain of sin shall be removed from the believer, and he shall be presented faultless before the throne, without spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing? The Church of Christ then will be so pure, that not even the eye of Omniscience will see a spot or blemish in her; so holy and so glorious, that Hart did not go beyond the truth when he said- ‘With my Savior’s garments on, 

Holy as the Holy One.’ Then shall we know, and taste, and feel the happiness of this vast but short sentence, ‘Complete in Christ.’ Not till then shall we fully comprehend the heights and depths of the salvation of Jesus. Doth not thy heart leap for joy at the thought of it? Black as thou art, thou shalt be white one day; filthy as thou art, thou shalt be clean. Oh, it is a marvelous salvation this! Christ takes a worm and transforms it into an angel; Christ takes a black and deformed thing and makes it clean and matchless in his glory, peerless in his beauty, and fit to be the companion of seraphs. O my soul, stand and admire this blessed truth of perfection in Christ.”

January 20, 2009

“But even if I am being poured out like a drink offering on the sacrifice and service coming from your faith, I am glad and rejoice with all of you.” – Philippians 2:17

These days there are not many people who are willing to be “poured out” for others. Many of us will serve and show kindness to those in need. But somewhere in there, we are either hoping for recognition or serving our own need to feel significant. However, Paul was different. He was in prison, waiting to see if he would be released or executed. In the midst of this, he was not concerned with his life at all. He was willing to be completely poured out – completely used up – if that was what the Philippian church needed of him. There was no consideration of self, just the joyful pouring out of one’s life in order to strengthen the faith of others. Paul understood this so well, because, as he wrote earlier in this chapter, his attitude was “the same as that of Christ Jesus: who being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped. But made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant…” He had no consideration for his own rights as God, but served us – poured himself out for us – in order that we might be saved. May all who profess Christ learn to have this same attitude. 

January 13, 2009

“Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of God.” – Romans 1:1

I love how Paul refers to himself here in the introduction of his letter to the Romans. Paul says that he is “set apart for the gospel.” I think as Christians, many of us would express that Christian living is trying to live good, holy lives. However, we seem to have lost the true meaning of “holy.” “Holy” most literally means, “consecrated,” “dedicated,” or “set apart.” We concentrate a lot on just trying to be good people, but with little or no purpose. The truth is, each one of us is set apart for the gospel. God saves us for a purpose. If not, why does he leave us here on earth instead of instantly taking us to heaven? God saves us and sets us apart for the gospel. He wants us to go and proclaim the power of His redemption to all those we come in contact with. It is true we need to live good and upright lives. But we do this in order to further the gospel: we are to shine like stars, helping others navigate their way to Christ. If you are truly set apart for the gospel, what is that going to look like in your life this week?

January 6, 2009

“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body more important than clothes?” – Matthew 6:25

Sometimes I think we subconsciously edit the Scriptures. Here is what I mean: how many of us have taken Matthew 6:25 to say “do not worry too much about your life.” But that is not what it says. The command here is to have no worry; no anxiety. The one and only thing we are to concern ourselves with is wholly following God. However, most of what we worry about would fall under this command and, therefore, we should not be giving it any thought whatsoever. This goes against our nature. Who hasn’t worried about clothes or food?! But Christ walked in our shoes and he followed this command perfectly. Think about it: NOT worrying about food was what fed the five thousand! So do not edit the Scriptures in your mind. Any amount of anxiety over the daily workings of life will pull you further from God and his perfect plan. Fill your mind with seeking God’s face every day and know that, in that journey, God will provide all you need. 

